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pire. In my presence they proceeded to click off the telogram
on several typewriters in order to send it at the same moment
by all the wires which connected St. Petersburg with the
principal centres of the Empire, from which the despatch
would be transmitted to all the towns in the governments
and territorial districts. There existed a special instruction
for the sending of the mobilization telegram. During its
transmission no other telegrams of any sort could be sent
The imposing room of the St. Petersburg Central Tele<
graph Office with its telegraph keys, to the number of som<
dozen, was ready to receive the mobilization telegram.
But at this moment—about 9:30 P.M.—General lanush-
kevich called me on the telephone and ordered me to hold
back the telegram until the arrival of a Captain in the
General Staff, Tugan-Baranovski. He entered and told me
that he had hurried after me through the city to bring me
a special order from the Tsar not to send out the telegram
for general mobilisation* General mobilization was to be
suspended, and in its place, by order of the Tsar, partial
mobilization was to be adopted in accordance with the plan
previously arranged.
I at once took back the telegram for general mobiliza-
tion which I had delivered to the telegraph office and all the
copies of the telegram, I notified the hcud of the telegraph
office of the withdrawal which had taken place, and rode
away,30
Before explaining this sudden eleventh-hour change of
decision, we must glance back for a moment to see what
Sazonov and the ambassadors had been doing while lanush-
kevich had been out at Peterhof and Dobrorolski had been
getting the necessary signatures for the general mobilization
order.
On the morning of July 29 about 11 o'clock Pourtales
called upon Sazonov to make an "agreeable communication"
—that Austria had renewed her declaration that she did not
#oDobrorolski* p. 107 (German ed. p, 26 f).

